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About the exhibition

Small Worlds is a collaborative exhibition that uses creativity to explore our connections to the 
climate, nature, and people of our planet. 

It is part of the Climate Unity Project, an educational initiative led by Hampshire County 
Council. 

The exhibition features two-dimensional artwork, textile banners and 3D globe installations 
created by 38 schools, 51 artists, and community groups using sustainable and repurposed 
materials.



Small Worlds : Little things make a big difference

Å This summer, The Winchester Gallery was transformed by the vibrant and thought-provoking exhibition Small Worlds, part of the fifth year of the Climate 

Unity Project. The exhibition brought together 51 artists, 38 schools, and a wide range of community groups to explore how creativity can help us respond to 

climate change. The theme ïóLittle things make a big differenceôïwas expressed through hundreds of artworks, including over 400 floating globes, 

colourful textile banners, and sculptures made from natural, recycled, and compostable materials.

Å The exhibition celebrated artivism ïwhere art becomes a form of activism. It showed how creative expression can raise awareness, share ideas, and inspire 

action. Every piece was made with care and purpose, encouraging visitors to think about the materials we use and the impact we have on the planet.

Å Students used leaves, petals, twigs, plastic wrappers, bottle caps, and old textiles to create their work. Even the netting used to hang the artwork had been 

salvaged from a previous exhibition and will be reused again in a local garden. These thoughtful choices sparked important conversations in schools about 

sustainability, waste, and how we can all make more environmentally conscious decisions.

Å One student said, ñI didnôt realise how much rubbish we throw away until we started collecting it for our globe. Now I think twice before binning something.ò 

Another reflected, ñMaking art from recycled stuff made me feel like I was doing something good for the planet. Itôs not just about painting ïitôsabout making 

a difference.ò

Å The exhibition also highlighted the work of several artists who collaborated with schools and local groups. Artists Sue Freestone and Helen Northcott worked 

with the Winchester Litter Pickers to turn collected rubbish into sculptural installations. Their work challenged viewers to think about the lifecycle of everyday 

objects and the environmental cost of waste. Their sculptures, made from crisp packets, bottle tops, and other discarded items, were transformed into 

striking pieces that asked, óWhat do we throw away, and why?ô



Exhibition details

The exhibition was hosted at The Winchester Gallery, Winchester School of Art, from 11 July to 
16 August 2025. 

Schools booked visits and contributed artwork during the exhibition.









Story Globes by Joe Ross

Joe Ross has handwritten story globes to illustrate some of the stories submitted about the making of the 
spheres. It offers insight into the passion and motivation behind creating the artworks, as well as some of the 
messages schools, artists and communities would like to convey:

Å how will the world look in the next 40 to 50 years?

Å young people imagine a harmonious, sustainable future rooted in nature, community and creativity

Å use discarded objects and reuse them into something beautiful.

The children's, artistsô and communitiesôvoices were represented with the story globes displaying a generation 
thinking critically about climate, action and hope:

Å we need to be kind to the world

Å the power of youth, when many voices become one

Å we want our audience to reflect on their own role in the environment. Like each sphere, every action matters. 
When we come together, even small changes can make a big difference. Around it is a reminder that the 
future of our planet is shaped by all of us, and together we can make positive impact

Å our students feel that not enough action is being taken, and government commitments are fragile

Å a call to all of us to treasure and protect our wild world

Å if enough of us challenge I think things will change.














































































