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Closing the Word Gap

Explicit 
teaching of 
generically 

useful 
vocabulary

Evidenced-
based catch-
up language 
intervention 
programmes

Scaffolded 
opportunities 
for purposeful 

talk



Key Messages

Explicit 
teaching of 
generically 

useful 
vocabulary







Inferring word meaning

• Look inside the word or phrase for structural 

clues

• Look outside the word or phrase for contextual 

clues

• Look further outside the word or phrase for 

resources
(Frey & Fisher, 2009)



EEF: Improving Literacy in Secondary Schools

Tier Two Vocabulary



Academic Word Lists

Academic Word List | School of Linguistics 

and Applied Language Studies | Victoria 

University of Wellington (wgtn.ac.nz)

https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist
https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist
https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist


Tier Two

‘Even within Tier Two, some words will be more 

easily familiar and some will be more useful than 

others.’

• Importance and utility

• Conceptual understanding

• Instructional Potential



Key Messages

1) Pupil friendly definitions. 
Simple language. Not 
dictionary definitions.

2) Get students to interact with 
word meanings right away 

3) TALK!!



Key Learning Points

4) Learn from languages teaching – 
chanting, oral rehearsal, actions etc

5) Provide sentence stems with the 
target word to ensure understanding.

‘X was significant because…’

‘X was a significant event.’

6) Provide many encounters with 
target words and assess that these 
have been learned and retained



Deepening Learning

• Which would you rather anticipate?

• What would be easier to X?

• When have you…?

• How did you…?

• Why did you…?

• What connections can 

you make between X and Y?



Graphic organisers

The Frayer Model



Please Get in Touch

I would love to hear your questions, feedback or 

ideas for content, so please do get in touch:

Victoria.Flynn@hants.gov.uk 

mailto:Victoria.Flynn@hants.gov.uk
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