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Closing the Word Gap

Explicit
teaching of
generically

useful
vocabuiary

Scaffolded
opportunities
for purposeful
talk

Evidenc:
based catch-
up language
Intervention
programmes
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Key Messages

Explicit
teaching of
generically

useful
vocabulary
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2 photosynthesis @ Hampshire

: Services
Provide targeted
vocabulary instruction in
every subject

‘photo’ ‘syn’ ‘thesis

light with setting,
or together putting
or placing

Teachers in every subject

should provide explicit s A Present to + shouted
vocabulary instruction to Jiranspiont cross past tense + nodded
help students access and + walked
use academic language ? trance kicked

) + transit : c';fte
Effective approaches, + translate . :I»ip:.ed
including those related to + trans-Atlantic

g + balanced

Trans - port - ed

1

etymology and morphology,
will help students remember
new words and make
connections between words.

Teachers should prioritise
teaching Tier 2 and 3

vocabulary, which students To
are unlikely to encounter in move
everyday speech.

+ port ? sport
Teachers and subject leaders %* portable + import
should consider which words + Portland + export
and phrases to teach as part ? Portugal + porter

of curriculum planning.
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Inferring word meaning

* Look inside the word or phrase for structural
clues

» Look outside the word or phrase for contextual
clues

* Look further outside the word or phrase for
resources

SRVl (Frey & Fisher, 2009)
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Tier Two Vocabulary

Figure 3: Tiers of vocabulary

Subject specific vocabulary
Tier 3 e.g. ‘photosynthesis’ in Science.

High-frequency words found in
many different subject disiciplines
e.g. examine, authority and establish.

Words of everyday speech,
familiar to most students.

Tier 1

EEF: Improving Literacy in Secondary Schools

g Hampshire /“\ ISLEof

County Council /WOIUG.. HT




Academic Word Lists @ Hampshire

Services

Sublist 1 of the Academic Word List.

This sublist contains the most frequent words of the Academic Word List in the
Academic Corpus. The most frequent members of the word families in Sublist 1 are
listed below.

analysis .

approach Prof Averil Coxhead

ared Professor - Applied Linguistics and TESOL

assessment

assume School of Linguistics and Applied Language Studies
aurkjomy averil.coxhead@vuw.ac.nz & +64 4 463 5625
available N _ b 8

benefit \ +64 63 64 3449

concept _ o

consistent @ VZ 403, Von Zedlitz Building, 26 / 28 Kelburn Parade
constitutional

coniext Academic Word List | School of Linguistics

contract and Applied Language Studies | Victoria

create , : :

data University of Wellington (wgtn.ac.nz)
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https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist
https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist
https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist

Tier Two g e

HIAS SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT

‘Even within Tier Two, some words will be more
easily familiar and some will be more useful than
others.’

SECOND EDITION
Over 475,000 in Print

« Importance and utility Bringing
Conceptual understandin Words utary
ptual u 9 to Life et

Isabel L Beck, Margaret G. McKeown,

e Instructional Potential e
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Key Messages @ Hampshire

Services

HIAS SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT

1) Pupll friendly definitions.
Simple language. Not
dictionary definitions.

2) Get students to interact with
word meanings right away

3) TALK!
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Key Learning Points

4) Learn from languages teaching —
chanting, oral rehearsal, actions etc

5) Provide sentence stems with the

target word to ensure understanding.

‘X was significant because...’
‘X was a significant event.’

6) Provide many encounters with
target words and assess that these
have been learned and retained
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Deepening Learning

' Hampshire

SerVIces

« Which would you rather anticipate?
What would be easier to X?

When have you...?
 How did you...?
 Why did you...?

 What connections can
you make between X and Y?

@ Hampshire M,/\\\ISLEO/%
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Graphic organisers

Wallow on a word...

Meaning: Word class

Hampshire
Services
[

Morphemes

Visual:

Inherently

Synonyms/Antonyms

Use it in a sentence:

‘| think that people are inherently
because

Link to experience:

@ Hampshire

County Council

/Definition
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Please Get In Touch

| would love to hear your questions, feedback or
iIdeas for content, so please do get in touch:

Victoria.Flynn@hants.gov.uk

g Hampshire

County Council
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