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The Vocabulary Gap



Unidentified SLCN

• ‘Many children and young 
people with social, emotional 
and mental health needs 
(SEMH) have unidentified 
speech, language and 
communication needs (SLCN).’

• ‘Research shows children living 
in poverty in the UK suffer 
disproportionately from 
language delay.’ rcslt-social-emotional-

mental-health-

factsheet.pdf

https://www.rcslt.org/wp-content/uploads/media/Project/RCSLT/rcslt-social-emotional-mental-health-factsheet.pdf
https://www.rcslt.org/wp-content/uploads/media/Project/RCSLT/rcslt-social-emotional-mental-health-factsheet.pdf
https://www.rcslt.org/wp-content/uploads/media/Project/RCSLT/rcslt-social-emotional-mental-health-factsheet.pdf


‘A speech and language problem in Key 

Stage 1 becomes a literacy problem in Key 

Stage 2, and a behaviour problem in Key 

Stage 3…..’
       
Jean Gross, Communication Champion, Bristol SLCN Newsletter (2011) 

A Communication Gap



From the pupils…

‘Sometimes, when I say I don’t understand, 

my teacher tells me I should have listened, 

so I’ve stopped asking them.’



A Sense of Belonging

‘Placing value on 

students’ ideas and 

opinions not only 

contributes toward their 

sense of self-worth, but 

also builds a greater 

sense of community and 

belonging in school.’



CambridgePapersInELT_

Oracy_2018_ONLINE.pdf

https://languageresearch.cambridge.org/images/CambridgePapersInELT_Oracy_2018_ONLINE.pdf
https://languageresearch.cambridge.org/images/CambridgePapersInELT_Oracy_2018_ONLINE.pdf


Teaching and Learning Toolkit | EEF 

(educationendowmentfoundation.org.

uk)

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit


Closing the Word Gap

Explicit 
teaching of 
generically 

useful 
vocabulary

Evidenced-
based catch-
up language 
intervention 
programmes

Scaffolded 
opportunities 
for purposeful 

talk



Evidenced-
based catch-
up language 
intervention 
programmes

Oral language interventions | EEF 

(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk)

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions#:~:text=targeted%20reading%20aloud%20and%20book,%2Dfocused%2C%20dialogue%20and%20interaction.
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions#:~:text=targeted%20reading%20aloud%20and%20book,%2Dfocused%2C%20dialogue%20and%20interaction.


What Works for Literacy Difficulties - 

The School Psychology Service

https://www.theschoolpsychologyservice.com/what-works/
https://www.theschoolpsychologyservice.com/what-works/


Evidenced-
based catch-
up language 
intervention 
programmes

Projects | EEF 

(educationendowment

foundation.org.uk)

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects


Please Get in Touch

I would love to hear your questions, feedback or 

ideas for content, so please do get in touch:

Victoria.Flynn@hants.gov.uk 

mailto:Victoria.Flynn@hants.gov.uk
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