
Hampshire Drama 
Conference
October 2026



This session will 
focus on:

• Edexcel GCSE Drama

• BTEC Tech Award in Performing 
Arts
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GCSE Drama:
Reflecting on 
2025/2026



GCSE Drama
Component 1: 
Devising

Choice of stimuli:

• Pictures (most popular choice)

• Literary

• Music / Songs

• Video

• Quotes

• Poems

• News articles

Popular themes:

• Power & Manipulation 

• Discrimination

• Social Divides 

•  Social Media and the Impact 

• Mental Health 

• Technological Changes 

• Inequality 

•  War 

• County Lines and Gang Culture 

• Bullying 

•  Body Image
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GCSE Drama 2026 Principal Moderator Report 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


GCSE Drama
Component 1: 
Devising

Portfolio

Good Practice
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cover the six questions and essential areas of coverage

make full use of the word count/ timings to allow for the detail of analysis 
required 

include Health and Safety considerations into their working practices and their 
Portfolio

Avoid general discussion and a diary like approach 

use drama terminology to clearly explain and analyse the ‘drama’ that took 
place when devising, rehearsing and refining and realising

stay focused on their performance/ design skill throughout the Portfolio 

Use the first person 



GCSE Drama
Component 1: 
Devising

Portfolio

Production 
and Structure

Students should be working on producing their portfolio throughout the 
entire devising process.

Questions 1 and 2 are the early stages of the devising process 
and exploration of stimulus such as using still images, hot 
seating, forum theatre etc.

Questions 3 and 4 focus on refinements and rehearsals, and 
are key to achieving higher AO1 levels and marks. There should 
be a clear focus on characterisation, genre, style, structure 
and language.

Questions 5 and 6 focus on their skills in the final performance 
and are key to achieving high AO4 levels/marks.
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GCSE Drama
Component 1: 
Devising

Performance

Good Practice
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Ensure the work is carefully rehearsed and polished for performance with a 
focus on creativity and impact on the audience. 

Engage fully with their role, thinking about how their role impacts the work as a 
whole.

Work collaboratively and actively contribute to the exploration, refinement 
and rehearsal process.

Shape and develop ideas practically rather than repeating and polishing 
without progression. 

Use their research skills to inform their performance and the development of 
ideas.

Make clear notes, including examples, throughout the process and reflect on 
their final performance straight after the performance takes place.



GCSE Drama
Component 2: 
Performance 
from Text
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Popular Monologues:

• A Taste of Honey by Shelagh Delaney 

• Adult Child, Dead Child by Claire Dowie 

• Be My Baby by Amanda Whittington 

• Blood Brothers by Willy Russell 

• Educating Rita by Willy Russell 

• Electricity by Miriam Battye 

• Five Kinds of Silence by Shelagh Stephenson 

• Game Over by Mark Wheeller 

• I Think We Are Alone by Sally Abbott 

• John Lennon Wearing a Skirt by Claire Dowie 

• Living with Lady Macbeth by Rob John 

• Monsters by Niklas Rådström

• The Collector by John Fowles 

• The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Simon Stephens 

Principal Examiner Report 2026

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


GCSE Drama
Component 2: 
Performance 
from Text
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Popular Duologues:

• A Taste of Honey by Shelagh Delaney 

• Blood Brothers by Willy Russell 

• Car by Aidan Chambers 

• Chatroom by Enda Walsh

• Girls Like That by Evan Placey 

• How to Think the Unthinkable by Ryan Craig 

• Living with Lady Macbeth by Rob John 

• My Mother Said I Never Should by Charlotte Keatley 

• Our Day Out by Willy Russell 

• The Almighty Sometimes by Kendall Feaver 

• The Collector by John Fowles

• The Long Road by Shelagh Stephenson 

• The Unreturning by Anna Jordan 

• The Zoo Story by Edward Albee 

Principal Examiner Report 2026

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


GCSE Drama
Component 2: 
Performance 
from Text
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Popular Group Texts:

• Teechers / Bouncers / Shakers by John Godber and Jane Thornton 
• Girls Like That by Evan Placey 
• The Pillowman by Martin McDonagh 
• Find Me by Olwen Wymark 
• Five Kinds of Silence by Shelagh Stephenson 
• 4:48 Psychosis by Sarah Kane 
• Be My Baby by Amanda Whittington 
• My Mother Said I Never Should by Charlotte Keatley 
• The Memory of Water by Shelagh Stephenson 
• The Woman Who Cooked Her Husband by Debbie Isitt 
• Things I Know To Be True by Andrew Bovell

Popular texts used with designers were:
• Blood Brothers by Willy Russell 

• Girls Like That by Evan Placey

• Two by Jim Cartwright

• Adult Child, Dead Child by Claire Dowie 

• Agnes of God by John Pielmeier 

Principal Examiner Report 2026

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


GCSE Drama
Component 2: 
Performance 
from Text

Characteristics 
of high scoring 
performance 
work 
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Key factor for success = level of preparation

Students really understood the character they were playing

Control over and appreciation of the chosen style, applying it with 
security and ease

Believable and committed characters 

Vocal and physical skills are fluid and show range and depth 



GCSE Drama
Component 2: 
Performance 
from Text

Characteristics 
of high scoring 
design work 
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Confident understanding of the texts and the performances they 
were studying

Lighting students understood the subtleties of how lighting can 
enhance the performance

Imagination and detail in the completion of the design

Clearly had worked with the performance candidates

Costumes that showed clearly creative approaches to character 
enhancement



GCSE Drama Component 3: 
Theatre Makers in Practice
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Section A: Bringing Texts to Life

1DR0 3A

• An Inspector Calls, J B Priestley – 3 examples

• The Crucible, Arthur Miller – 3 examples

• A Doll's House, Tanika Gupta – 4 examples

• Antigone, Roy Williams – 1 example

• Government Inspector, David Harrower - 3 examples

1DR0 3B

• DNA, Dennis Kelly – 4 examples

• 100, Diene Petterle, Neil Monaghan and Christopher 
Heimann – 2 examples

• Blue Stockings, Jessica Swale – 3 examples

• 1984, Robert Icke and Duncan McMillan – 4 examples

• Gone Too Far, Bola Agbaje – 2 examples

Section B:

Questions are the same for both lists.

Examiner report includes responses to:

• The Woman in Black

• Macbeth

• Prima Facie

• The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe

Principal Examiner Report 2026

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


GCSE Drama

Component 3: 
Section B

Forbidden 
productions- 
no set texts!
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Forbidden texts
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2026/2027
Academic Year
Key dates and updates
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GCSE Drama qualification page
Edexcel GCSE Drama (2016) | Pearson qualifications

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html


2026/2027 Key dates at a glance
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Event Date Key information

Submission of Component 2 text 
choices

Online Text Submission Form
1 September 2026 to 6 March 2027

Submit online text submission form at least six weeks before the 
planned Component 2 assessment date.

Component 1 mark submission 
and moderation window

15 April to 15 May 2027 Submit teacher assessed marks for all candidates to Edexcel 
Online.
Submit moderation sample through Learner Work Transfer. 
The final deadline is 15 May 2027.

Component 2 assessment 
window

4 January to 30 April 2027* *Live visits available from 1 February – 30 April.
Digital submission from 4 January – 30 April.
Upload all assessment materials to Learner Work Transfer (LWT) 
within 7 working days after the final assessment date (closes 12 
May 2027).
Refer to Component 2 guidance for submission instructions and 
requirements.

Component 3 examination Friday 14 May 2027 (PM) Centres must ensure the correct entry code is used for either 
1DR0/3A or 1DR0/3B.
Candidates complete Live Theatre Notes Form to be attached to 
Live Theatre Notes

Live Theatre Performance 
Confirmation

Statement Submission: 
Before 1 May in year of assessment

Live Theatre Performance Confirmation Survey

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/gcse-drama-component-2-text-choices.html
https://edexcelonline.pearson.com/main/HomePage.aspx
https://edexcelonline.pearson.com/main/HomePage.aspx
https://lwt.pqs.pearsonprd.tech/
https://lwt.pqs.pearsonprd.tech/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FForms-and-administration
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=1zTEjNCX00e1xRT-DjPjS8BNkkwFejFBr-KCylcIcQBUNVY5V0lVTkdDUDRWR0gzRjNaVkFTSTNYRS4u


GCSE Drama Approved Play Lists
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Performance Text Lists

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide


GCSE Drama Design Support
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Design Support

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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GCSE Drama Exemplar Library
GCSE Drama Exemplar Library | Pearson qualifications

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016/exemplar-library.html


Upcoming FREE Professional Development for
GCSE Drama
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Pearson Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Drama&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk


BTEC Tech Award 
in Performing Arts: 
reflecting on 25/26



Tech Award 
Component 3: 
Responding to 
a Brief
25-26
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Examiner report



Tech Award 
Component 3: 
Responding to 
a Brief
25-26
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Examiner report

Activity 1: Ideas Log

Effective responses:

• followed the bullet-point structure provided in the Ideas Log 
template

• tended to be written once some initial exploration had already 
taken place, but while the thinking was still fresh and easy to recall

• made explicit links back to the brief throughout the task

• explained how their performance could support the broader aims 
and were consistently relevant to the wider context

• named professional influences and showed how their practical 
choices grew directly out of that influence



Tech Award 
Component 3: 
Responding to 
a Brief
25-26
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Examiner report

Activity 2: Skills Log

Effective responses:

• identified which performance skills were needed to bring ideas to life

• explained how they worked to develop those skills and which specific 
techniques they put into practice

• offered genuine comment on the practical ways skills were adapted and 
advanced over time

• detailed how everything linked back to the requirements of the brief

• showed a real understanding of how skill development serves the overall 
artistic intention



Tech Award 
Component 3: 
Responding to 
a Brief
25-26
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Examiner report

Activity 3: Workshop Performance

Strong responses:

• fully addressed the demands of the brief 

• showcased competent performance skills

• clearly communicated appropriate creative intentions

• Dance: Choreography reflected ideas such as friendship, belonging and 
bringing people together through effective use of unison, partner work 
and group formations. Clear focus throughout and engaged the audience 
in a positive and uplifting way

• Acting: included clear vocal delivery, physical characterisation, and the 
ability to remain in role with focus and emotional authenticity

• Design: often using warm colours, shared community spaces and 
inclusive visual imagery. Demonstrated how design choices would create 
an inviting atmosphere and enhance the overall performance for a 
community audience.



Tech Award 
Component 3: 
Responding to 
a Brief
25-26
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Examiner report

Activity 4: Evaluation Report

Effective responses:

• clear connections back to the brief 

• identified specific strengths and areas for development in 
detail

• drew on concrete examples from the finished work and 
showed how far the brief had been met, or where it had fallen 
short

• examined the group’s development process alongside the 
final outcome, making thorough links to the brief throughout
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2026/2027
Academic Year
Key dates and updates



Pearson Set Assignments

Copyright 2026 Pearson. All rights reserved. 29

Tech Award
Registering your students: 2 pathways available, 2 discount codes

Components 1 and 2

Pearson Set Assignment (PSA) Jan 27 Pearson Set Assignment (PSA) Jun 27

1st June PSAs released 7th Sept PSAs released 

15th Dec Submitted for moderation  15th May Submitted for moderation  

Entries made for Performance (A), Production 
(B) or on the Dance Pathway

Entries made for Performance (A), Production 
(B) or on the Dance Pathway

Key dates 26-27

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/btec-tech-awards-2026-2027-key-dates-schedule.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/btec-tech-awards-2026-2027-key-dates-schedule.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/btec-tech-awards-2026-2027-key-dates-schedule.pdf
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Pearson Set 
Assignments

PSAs



Key events and information for 2026-27
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Secure tests 

Component 3: Responding to a Brief

• Tasks released 11th January 2027

• Tasks need to be completed by 5th May 2027

• Submitted for external assessment by 14th May 2027

C3 Admin Support Guide

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/secure-tests.html


Tech Award in Performing Arts training events this term:
• Getting Started: Ways to Teach and Assess Tech Award in 

Performing Arts

• Marking and Moderation for Internally Assessed Components: 
Component 1

• Marking and Moderation for Internally Assessed Components: 
Component 2

• Preparing For Component 3

Tech Award training playlist on Youtube:
• Getting Started: Ways to Teach and Assess Tech Award in Performing Arts

• Marking and Moderation for Internally Assessed Components: Component 1

• Marking and Moderation for Internally Assessed Components: Component 2

• Preparing For Component 3
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Training and 

support 

26-27

Book a training event

Tech Award recordings

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAQjMMfKKOLI
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Exemplar 

material  

26-27
Tech Award Performing Arts

Component 1: 5 examples of band 4 work contained in PM report for June 
26
• Shrek the Musical
• Billy Elliott 
• Frankenstein
• Things I Know to be True
• The Curious incident of the Dog in the Nighttime

Component 2: later this term

Exemplar Standardisation 
Materials

Comp 1 PM report June 
26

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/performing-arts-2022.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FInternal-assessments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/performing-arts-2022.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FInternal-assessments


Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts 

Copyright 2026 Pearson. All rights reserved. 34

Blood Brothers 
The Lion King 
The Curious incident of the Dog in the Nighttime 
Hamilton 
Frankenstein 
West Side Story 
Things I Know to be True
DNA 
Message in a Bottle 
Dear Evan Hansen 
Mamma Mia 
Peaky Blinders 
Frankenstein 
Everybody’s Talking about Jamie 
Madhatter’s Tea Party 

Comp 1 PM report

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/performing-arts-2022.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FInternal-assessments&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FModerator-Report


Component 2: Developing Skills and Techniques in the 
Performing Arts
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Dance
All that Jazz/ Chicago 
Alvin Ailey – Revelations 
Big God
Cinderella (Bourne) 
Cry Me A River (Winghart) 
Emancipation of Expressionism 
Everybody’s Talking about Jamie 
Edward ScissorHands (Bourne) 
Ghost Dances 
Hairspray 
Hamilton 
Mad Hatter’s Tea party 
Matilda 
Message In A Bottle
Peaky Blinders 
The Red Shoes 
Rhythm Nation 
Rosa Danst Rosa 

Performing Arts
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
A Monster Calls 
Blood Brothers 
Bouncers 
Cookies 
The Crucible 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 
DNA 
Everybody’s Talking about Jamie 
Find Me
Girls Like That 
Hairspray 
Hamilton 

Comp 2 PM report

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/performing-arts-2022.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FInternal-assessments&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FModerator-Report


Component 
3 support and 
resources

BTEC Tech Award Performing Arts
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Exemplars

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/performing-arts-2022.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExternal-assessments&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FSample-marked-learner-work


Component 3 
support and 
resources

BTEC Tech Award Performing Arts
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Exemplars



Component 3 
support and 
resources

BTEC Tech Award Performing Arts
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Exemplars



Subject Advisor Support
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Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and are here to 
support you throughout the year.

Book an appointment

Sign up updates from your Subject Advisor

Drama and Theatre Facebook group

support articles get in touch via the Support Portal

Email:        teachingperformingarts@pearson.com

Phone:     +44 (0) 344 463 2535 ​(Mon–Fri, 9:00–17:00)​​ Teaching Services

• Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

• Sign up to receive regular updates from your Subject Advisor

• Join our Drama and Theatre Facebook group for teachers

• Explore support articles and get in touch via the Support Portal

Drama, Theatre and Performing Arts 
Paul Webster

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/PearsonDramaandPerformingArts@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/drama-theatre-and-performing-arts.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexceldrama
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcelart
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/contactsupport
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